The brunt of ICDB's processing takes place through XML encapsulated recordsets and XSLT transformations.  This tutorial will explain how to perform a simple transform, and examples of this technique are plentiful throughout the site code.

In every document where a transform occurs you will notice that a javascript file is included:

<script language="javascript" src="../../lib/javascript/transformXML.js" type="text/javascript">

Inside this file you will notice a function called 'transformXML'.  This is the function that is used to define which page accesses the database package, which XSL page defines how the data is returned, and which DIV tag will be affected by the transformation.

So once the developer has written an Oracle package that will return the recordset, he or she will then access that package by calling the function:

transformXML('ASP page that calls package', 'Location of XSL page', DIV tag ID);

The ASP page that calls the Oracle package will simply exist to pass the data into Oracle, it will usually not be used to display anything else (except for debugging or status messages).  This page will usually be located in the /lib/XML directory.

The XSL file will define how the recordset data is returned, and what HTML code should encapsulate the returned recordset (such as when we are returning a dropdown menu).  When passed as a parameter to the transformXML function the developer should omit the file extension '.xsl'.  These are usually located in the /lib/XSL directory.

The DIV tag is where the transformation will take place, and it's location is where the returned recordset data will appear.

